In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 11 H 10 N 2 OÁ-H 2 O, the solvent water molecule links the organic molecules through O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, forming chains that run diagonally across the bc face. These chains are connected to adjacent chains through weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions, resulting in hydrogen-bonded sheets extending along the b and c axes. The sheets are connected along the a axis through -interactions, with centroid-centroid distances of 3.7571 (9) and 3.7231 (9) Å .
Related literature
For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Corberá n & Peris (2008) . For the structure of imidazole analogues with bonds to the phenyl group via carbon, see: Gayathri et al. (2010) . For the structure of imidazole analogues N-bonded to a phenyl group, see: Zheng et al. (2011) . For structures of other related compounds, see: Ishihara et al. (1992) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
The compound was synthesized by the modification of the method of Corberán et al. (2008) . A 150 ml round bottom flask containing imidazole (0.01 mol, 0.68 g, Fluka AG) with KOH (0.015 mol, 0.84 g, Merck) was stirred at room temperature in DMSO (30 ml, Merck) for 2 h. Thereafter, para-choloroacetophenone (0.01 mol, 1.34 ml, Aldrich) was added dropwise, and then refluxed at 100 °C for 24 h. The reaction mixture was then allowed to cool down to room temperature, washed and diluted with chilled distilled water till it became neutral. Addition of distilled water to the contents of the reaction flask gave a muddy emulsion which took 24 h to partition when extracted with chloroform (6x10 ml). The resulting organic components were dried in anhydrous MgSO 4 and concentrated in vacuo yielding crude dark brown oily liquid (1.694 g). Thin layer chromatography of the crude product showed that it contained the expected product (R f value 0.45 in ethyl acetate:methanol 4:6 solvent system) contaminated with unreacted imidazole and parachloroacetophenone. Column chromatography of the crude product using hexane:chlorofom solvent system afforded the title compound as block-shaped light green crystals (0.987 g, 48.4% yield), m.p. = 119-122 °C. 135.8, 135.4, 131.2, 130.4, 120.7, 117.7, 26.61(CH 3 ). IR (ATR, cm 
